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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



GOLD CUP, CHINESE 
T'aNG period (618-906 A.D.) 



A GOLD CUP OF THE PANG 
PERIOD 

1 HE cup illustrated here, recently ac- 
quired by the Museum, is Chinese and 
belongs to the T'ang period. The report 
is that it was found in the Province of 
Honan, but where 
is not known; the 
crust of lime firmly 
deposited on the 
surface and only 
partly removed 
seems to indicate 
that the piece was 
found in the water, 
either at the bot- 
tom of a well or in 
the river. 

The cup con- 
sists of a bowl 
three inches in di- 
ameter, hammered 
out, with a heavy 
ring round the 
edge, and decora- 
ted with an engraved border of a continuous 
scroll on a tooled background. The almost 
globular bowl stands on a plain, hammered- 
out ring soldered on, 
which forms the foot, 
and it has for a handle 
the most delightfully 
modeled, cast, and cut 
figure of a crouching 
lion, which bites the 
solid rim. 

This lion, about ij 
inches long, is a little 
masterpiece and with 
the engraved border 
mentioned above is the 
only decoration of the 
severely simple cup. 
Unfortunately there is 
only one lion, though the marks clearly 
show that originally there were two handles; 
the other one has been broken off, perhaps 
at an early date, perhaps when it was 
found. 

To give a clear idea of the beauty of the 
original design, the missing handle has been 
replaced on the photograph showing a 





reconstruction of the piece. The two 
handles give the necessary repose and bal- 
ance to the composition, which in its 
great simplicity is of severe dignity and 
beauty. 

Some silver Chinese cups of this early 
period are known — in the Nara treasure 
house several sil- 
ver as well as 
silver-gilt ones 
have been preser- 
ved, and our Mu- 
seum owns a very 
handsome speci- 
men described in 
the May Bul- 
letin — but so far 
we had not seen 
or heard of any 
gold cups. There 
is no reason why 
some day they 
may not come to 
light, as the Chi- 
nese undoubtedly 
had and used pre- 
cious metals at a very early date, but very 
few pieces have escaped the melting-pot. 
The cup is exhibited in Room E 9 with 
the Chinese jewelry. 
S. C. B. R. 




RECONSTRUCTION OF THE GOLD 

CUP TO SHOW THE 

ORIGINAL DESIGN 



GUSTAVE 
MOREAU 

IN his book dealing 
with the Fine Arts of 
the Italian Renais- 
sance, J. A. Symonds 
contrasts his time with 
the fifteenth century, 
pointing out that, while 
during the Renaissance 
all the activities of life 
were conceived in terms 
of art, the methods of science were the 
controlling influences of his own day. The 
same generalization is often made. All 
agree, in any event, that the conspicuous 
achievements of the nineteenth century 
were scientific; mankind then seemed to 
have passed out of the intuitive and senti- 
mental age into one of reason and criticism. 



